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Stealth Genocide

Madina Gusalti is a journalist from South Ossetia who arrived in Barrhave
the afternoon of Fri., Aug. 8 to visit a classmate from university in German
Just hours before she arrived here, Georgian soldiers invaded her homela
destroying homes and murdering innocent women, children and the elderl
Among the 2,000 slaughtered were her uncle and two cousins, killed by a
Georgian soldier who found them and tossed a grenade into their hiding sy
It is the third time that South Ossetia has faced an ethnic cleansing at the
of the Georgian government, but it is a story that the western media has
ignored or denied. This is her story — a story of her people and their culturg
their hope, their horrors, and the genocide that the world refuses to see.

By MADINA GUSALTI WITH JEFFREY MORRIS

moon that | look at every night while | am inising them continued safety in the territory the
Barrhaven is the same moon that my people iaside. This message was supposed to be the ¢
South Ossetia look at. Here, it is a beautiful moomencement of peaceful negotiations betwe
surrounded by stars. | see airplanes flying below@eorgia and South Ossetia regarding peace in
on their way to the Ottawa airport. But to the pedegion. This message proved to be a deceptive p
ple in my homeland, this same moon is looked up@ communiqué unobserved by western watche
differently. It is a moon of fear. It is a moon thafacilitating the surprise evening attack that le
tells us it is night time — a time to be afraid of wha?,000 South Ossetians dead.
may happen in the night. Ossetians do not have timel'he heavily-equipped Georgian army entered t
to study the moon’s beauty, but they wonder if thepwn of Tshinvali, executing an operation that ha
will see the moon tomorrow night. been planned since 2006, code named “free fiel
Like there is another side of the moon, there Bhe secret operation was uncovered in docume
another side to the story that has been unreportedftgm a small group of Georgian soldiers, recent
the western media. This is the story that 500 milliogaptured by Ossetian civilians. The military oper
Eastern Europeans know, but one that the media ias called for the quick and efficient destruction ¢
kept away from Canadians and Americans. Ttadl homes and their inhabitants; predominantly ch
story you have heard is that Russia invaded adeen, women and the elderly. My grandfath
occupies a sovereign nation. The truth is both fascaped the city the morning of August 8, awok
more simple, and far more complex. This is they the Russian Army who had entered the region
story of my family and my land. protect citizens, like my grandfather, from th
They died without reason in their beds, on th@vading Georgians. It was not an invasion by t
night of August 7. On the eve of the BeijingRussians, it was a defensive action that was mad
Olympics, while the world waited to celebrate théhe nick of time. ‘No people, no problem’ wa
opening ceremonies in front of their televisiomlready the longstanding motto in Georgian po
screens, the first of hundreds of artillery shellécs, made famous by the most famous Georgia
smashed through their ceilings, incinerating chihistory, Stalin. | am guessing these words are s
dren and parents in their beds. They destroyed fuelevant in Georgia. The Georgian military orde
niture, family photographs, heirlooms — everythingrere clear — no one was to remain.
that could burn, along with the overall sliver of My grandfather was the lucky one. He survive
security that the people believed they finally had.hat same night of Aug. 7, | lost my uncle and bo
The shells rained down without warning. There wa his daughters — my cousins. They were murde
no time to escape or defend. By morning, 2,006y Georgian soldiers in their home in the middle

I look at the moon every night, and | wonder. Thigrofessing his love of South Ossetian people, pro

Ossetian people lay dead. the night, less than 24 hours after the Georgi Mike Carroccetto photo
Two days earlier, these people sat in front of thdiresident had promised peace. Medina Gusalti, named Ossetia’s Woman of the Year in 2006 for her work in
televisions and watched the president of Georgia See Ossetian on page 4 developing awareness for the Ossetian language and culture, is visiting

Barrhaven while her land is being savagely attacked by Georgian soldiers.
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Ossetian journalist shares her story of genocide

continued from page 1 brand car, hidden undersame reason that the regiormpletely jaded by war. Peaceappear. zenship does not exist.
potatoes, motionless, andwas so easily attacked bymust be built for both sides. The population of South Ninety percent of the South

In 1992, the parents of mybarely able to breathe. Thethe Georgian army two Three genocides haveOssetia is roughly 80,000.Ossetian people hold
uncle were murdered by car was driven by an ethnicweeks ago ... all the malealready been committed Obviously, a population of Russian passports, and as a
soldiers in Georgia for no Georgian, who passedare gone. Forced to leaveagainst the Ossetians by thehis size commands a veryresult, Russia considers it
other reason than becausehrough numerous military for employment, they earn Georgian government. Why small audience on the worldtheir  responsibility  to
they were South Ossetian.checkpoints under the guisemoney as migrant workersdoes this remain unreport-stage; therefore its voice isdefend these people against
They were killed in their of transporting the producein Russia and other CISed? Why hasnet the Ossetiarrarely heard. The territory aggression, which is where
home. They were Ossetianto a distant market. Theregions and send money andtory been heard? is surrounded by Georgianthis conflict stands.
by blood, but lived in Georgian man risked his life food back from North  The Russian army did notland. The territory is not Itis a personal shame that
Georgia in the home theirfor my family. He saved Ossetia. invade Georgia. They sovereign, nor does it formthe world hears only about
family had owned and lived their lives. | want you to know that entered South Ossetia topart of a supportive nation. my land in connection with
in for three generations. During the war from the civilian people of force out the invading It remains alone. The peopleconflict and war. It is a pity
They were shot at point 1989-92, South Ossetia lostGeorgia donet want war. Georgians who were in thehold no citizenship to their that in todayes time of open
blank range, executed inalmost half of its popula- They are simple people,process of killing the land. Over time, they haveinternational politics, with
front of their children and tion. Thousands of peoplewho in that sense are no dif-remaining Ossetian people.gradually been grantedhundreds upon hundreds of
two grandchildren both had to leave their homesferent from the Ossetian If the Russian army had notRussian passports everinternational organizations,
under five years of age.and thousands of refugeesgeople. | hold no grudge orarrived within 12 hours of though the land is notwho are tasked to grapple
They were all told, before travelled through the hate toward them. | tell this Georgia entering South Russian. Without these with these issues, that truths
the trigger was pulled, to Caucasus Mountains tostory as | lived it. This is a Ossetia, the 2,000 deadpapers, they remain still remain untold and
watch closely, «This is what North Ossetia for refuge. war of politics and econom- would clearly have beenhostages to their land.voiceless people continue to
we do to Ossetians inTshinvali, the capital of ics; a war of geography andmore, and the culture andimagine living in a land suffer.
GeorgiaZ. South Ossetia, still has notegos. The people who arepeople erased from thewhere you can’t leave

Over the years, many ofrecovered. Even after 16caught in the middle are theregion forever. Later, the because, legally, your citi- continued on page 5
my family members have years, there remains noones who suffer. When Georgian army admitted
fled the South for the North. municipal water system andinnocent people die, resentthat they never anticipated
One evening in 1991, my electricity is barely inter- ful people are born. This isthe Russians to arrive sd Wm m
aunt (my motheres sister) mittent, coming from fuel why the conflict must be quickly, having estimated
and her two daughters fledpowered generators. Food igesolved while a few still their undefended attack] e =4 .
Georgia to North-Ossetia in available, however, unfortu- remain on both sides whocould last for days before alutenance Seruice
the backseat of an old Zigulinately food exists for the have still not been com-any resistance would
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i We invite you to be our special guest at - -
Barrhaven Fellowship y P ‘-g_ Longfields Community Church
Christian Reformed Church y Alffiliated with the Baptist Convention of Ontario & Quebec
Serving Christ and Community in 0,a Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.
Barrhaven for 15 years! Community Chared at St. Luke School, 60 Mountshannon Drive
«Where we emphasize a Relationship, not a ReligionZ 0“.” Pgstor, and our C.'ong‘regatzon
A Place To Connect Sunday Worship Service at 10:10 am, Mother Teresa High Scl invite you to worship with us.
440 Longfields Dr.,Nursery and Childrenes Programs provid Call 823-4311 for information, é\
Pastor Daryl Meijer Service Times . _ : or visit our website: www.longfields.ca
3058 Jockvale Road, Nepean « Tel: 613-825-7512 Sunday at 10am and 6pm Tel: (613) 825-3000 www.sequoiachurch.org
St. Arcl) f(fj rew LR?-T%D ((%Aa}ﬁhgllc HPsa}rlsh .where the nations meet Christ S S AN G AN CHURCH,,
ice: ongfields Drive (Mother Teresa H.S. I Servine: Barrh Riverside South and Manotick
Pasor £ somm Wiyt Woog vale $20.2362 g Barhove i Sothnd
PERTERTISTAL CHLICH - Summer Sunday Services
Saturday Mass 4:30 PM - St. Joseph H.S. 3333 Greenbank Rd . -
Sunday Mass 9:00 AM - St. Joseph H.S. 3333 Greenbank R Regular Sunday Services Holy Eucharist at 9:30 am
Sunday Mass 10: 00 AM - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School 41 Weybridge Dr 10:15 AM and 6:00 PM (Our 8:15 & 10:00 a.m. services and Church School will resume September 7th)
Sunday Mass 11:00 AM - St. Joseph H.S. 3333 Greenbank Rd Child care pl’OVidEd at all services “We Would Love You to Join our Church Family”
EVERYONE WELCOME . (Elevator Access Provided)
Rev. Mark Scarr, Senior Pastor
) ) art; S ' Church Office (Hours Tues.-Thurs., 9-4) 692-2082
Tel: 843-9767 e-mail: st_andrew@bellnet.ca For information on other activities please contact the church office. The Rev:r::n((:l F(x)ilé[(smlajrepsles " Home: ;23-6517
www.saintandrewparish.ca | 205 Greenbank Road, Nepean, Ontario, K2H 8K9 www.woodvale.on.ca e-mail: sjamesm@magma.ca Web Site: www.manotick.org/stjames
Sunday P lonus.  Worsh St. John The Divine Anglican Church
. = 9:45am. Sunday School .-"; B f,; 3 ; unday vvorsnip welcomes the team ministry of Rev. David Selzer - Anglican and
aven 10:30am. Worship Servicq Uniffg J—, 10:00 am Rev. Ann Salmon - Lutheran
Paaptat (_hurch 6pm. Evening Service Rev. Dianne Cardin Nurserg &$uon8?r)|/_|School Sept 7 - 10 am - WELCOME Rev. Ann & Rev. David
_Wednesday ue Sept 7 - 10 am - Sunday School REGISTRATION
) e ther tabor and 7:30 Bible Study & Prayer Sept. 14 - FALL FAMILY FUN DAY after 10 am service
Come Unto me, all ye 1 ar ladour an 4000 Strandherd Dr. at Ecole Elementaire Catholique Pierre Elliott Trudeau
are heavy laden, and I will give you . 601 Lonefields Drive. N
rest” (Matthew 11:28) 825-9695 &\ 613-825-1707 www.barrhavenunited.org ongtields Drive, Nepean b
3013 Jockvale Road, Ottawa, Ontario K2J 4E4 The Ven. Sally Gadd: 613-823-8118 www.st-john-the-divine.orl§
Sunday Events Schedule SRS DIVINE WORD  Come Find Life in the Word!~
Worship Service at0:00am c D’n n Ect S Sisa k=i Evangelical Lutheran Church 1081 Greenbank Road
Barhasien Commeu nity Church a8 sbaut |:|:|r||'--|:!|r'|g A member of W.E.L.S. Ottawa, ON. Canada K2J 1X8
Ceﬂ i r Programs for childrenup 4. 30arm Sund ' P L ."__' (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) Phone: (613) 825-1629
ar"'""rle'ﬁ"ﬁ'ﬂ'r‘ ’ and including Grade 5 | ~M:#Ham sundays @ RIS, SR .
ALLIANCE . available during service.| =t. Emily’s Elementary Schaal naighbours, Y SUNDAY SCHEDULE i
Church |~ ey 500 Chapman bilts Drive chiarch to cormmunity, ﬂ 900 Familv Bible Cl
i T e L :00 am - Family Bible Class
ili]:iJH -.__._ ___DT s M Jee.~  9:30 am - Summer Service
2784 Cedarview Road (at Fallowfield) ‘ m
www.cedarview.on.ca 613-825-5393 www.reconne Et b drr h daven.com ——— www.divinewordottawa.ca




