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Stealth Genocide

I look at the moon every night, and I wonder. This
moon that I look at every night while I am in
Barrhaven is the same moon that my people in

South Ossetia look at. Here, it is a beautiful moon,
surrounded by stars. I see airplanes flying below it
on their way to the Ottawa airport. But to the peo-
ple in my homeland, this same moon is looked upon
differently. It is a moon of fear. It is a moon that
tells us it is night time – a time to be afraid of what
may happen in the night. Ossetians do not have time
to study the moon’s beauty, but they wonder if they
will see the moon tomorrow night.

Like there is another side of the moon, there is
another side to the story that has been unreported by
the western media. This is the story that 500 million
Eastern Europeans know, but one that the media has
kept away from Canadians and Americans.  The
story you have heard is that Russia invaded and
occupies a sovereign nation. The truth is both far
more simple, and far more complex. This is the
story of my family and my land.

They died without reason in their beds, on the
night of August 7. On the eve of the Beijing
Olympics, while the world waited to celebrate the
opening ceremonies in front of their television
screens, the first of hundreds of artillery shells
smashed through their ceilings, incinerating chil-
dren and parents in their beds. They destroyed fur-
niture, family photographs, heirlooms – everything
that could burn, along with the overall sliver of
security that the people believed they finally had.
The shells rained down without warning. There was
no time to escape or defend. By morning, 2,000
Ossetian people lay dead. 

Two days earlier, these people sat in front of their
televisions and watched the president of Georgia

professing his love of South Ossetian people, prom-
ising them continued safety in the territory they
reside. This message was supposed to be the com-
mencement of peaceful negotiations between
Georgia and South Ossetia regarding peace in the
region. This message proved to be a deceptive ploy,
a communiqué unobserved by western watchers,
facilitating the surprise evening attack that left
2,000 South Ossetians dead. 

The heavily-equipped Georgian army entered the
town of Tshinvali, executing an operation that had
been planned since 2006, code named “free field”.
The secret operation was uncovered in documents
from a small group of Georgian soldiers, recently
captured by Ossetian civilians.  The military opera-
tion called for the quick and efficient destruction of
all homes and their inhabitants; predominantly chil-
dren, women and the elderly. My grandfather
escaped the city the morning of August 8, awoken
by the Russian Army who had entered the region to
protect citizens, like my grandfather, from the
invading Georgians. It was not an invasion by the
Russians, it was a defensive action that was made in
the nick of time.  ‘No people, no problem’ was
already the longstanding motto in Georgian poli-
tics, made famous by the most famous Georgian in
history, Stalin. I am guessing these words are still
relevant in Georgia. The Georgian military orders
were clear – no one was to remain. 

My grandfather was the lucky one. He survived.
That same night of Aug. 7, I lost my uncle and both
of his daughters – my cousins. They were murdered
by Georgian soldiers in their home in the middle of
the night, less than 24 hours after the Georgian
President had promised peace.

See Ossetian on page 4

Madina Gusalti is a journalist from South Ossetia who arrived in Barrhaven on
the afternoon of Fri., Aug. 8 to visit a classmate from university in Germany.
Just hours before she arrived here, Georgian soldiers invaded her homeland,
destroying homes and  murdering innocent women, children and the elderly.
Among the 2,000 slaughtered were her uncle and two cousins, killed by a
Georgian soldier who found them and tossed a grenade into their hiding space.
It is the third time that South Ossetia has faced an ethnic cleansing at the hands
of the Georgian  government, but it is a story that the western media has either
ignored or denied. This is her story – a story of her people and their culture,
their hope, their horrors, and the genocide that the world refuses to see.

BY MADINA GUSALTI WITH JEFFREYMORRIS

Mike Carroccetto photo

Medina Gusalti, named Ossetia’s Woman of the Year in 2006 for her work in
developing awareness for the Ossetian language and culture, is visiting
Barrhaven while her land is being savagely attacked by Georgian soldiers.
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www.saintandrewparish.ca
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Pastor: Fr. John Whyte
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Sunday Mass 10: 00 AM - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School 41 Weybridge Dr
Sunday Mass 11:00 AM - St. Joseph H.S. 3333 Greenbank Rd
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Sept 7 - 10 am - WELCOME Rev. Ann & Rev. David
Sept 7 - 10 am - Sunday School REGISTRATION
Sept. 14 - FALL FAMILY FUN DAY after 10 am service
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Rev. Ann Salmon - Lutheran

DIABETES?
Family History?

Not Able To Achieve Control?
Not to worry, you CAN

control your Blood Glucose
YOURSELF with the right

information.

VIJAY SHUKLA,
Consulting Pharmacist

(613) 863-5745
vijay.shukla@rogers.com

continued from page 1

In 1992, the parents of my
uncle were murdered by
soldiers in Georgia for no
other reason than because
they were South Ossetian.
They were killed in their
home. They were Ossetian
by blood, but lived in
Georgia in the home their
family had owned and lived
in for three generations.
They were shot at point
blank range, executed in
front of their children and
two grandchildren both
under five years of age.
They were all told, before
the trigger was pulled, to
watch closely, •This is what
we do to Ossetians in
GeorgiaŽ. 

Over the years, many of
my family members have
fled the South for the North.
One evening in 1991, my
aunt (my mother•s sister)
and her two daughters fled
Georgia to North-Ossetia in
the backseat of an old Ziguli

brand car, hidden under
potatoes, motionless, and
barely able to breathe. The
car was driven by an ethnic
Georgian, who passed
through numerous military
checkpoints under the guise
of transporting the produce
to a distant market. The
Georgian man risked his life
for my family. He saved
their lives.

During the war from
1989-92, South Ossetia lost
almost half of its popula-
tion. Thousands of people
had to leave their homes
and thousands of refugees
travelled through the
Caucasus Mountains to
North Ossetia for refuge.
Tshinvali, the capital of
South Ossetia, still has not
recovered. Even after 16
years, there remains no
municipal water system and
electricity is barely inter-
mittent, coming from fuel
powered generators. Food is
available, however, unfortu-
nately food exists for the

same reason that the region
was so easily attacked by
the Georgian army two
weeks ago … all the males
are gone. Forced to leave
for employment, they earn
money as migrant workers
in Russia and other CIS
regions and send money and
food back from North
Ossetia. 

I want you to know that
the civilian people of
Georgia don•t want war.
They are simple people,
who in that sense are no dif-
ferent from the Ossetian
people. I hold no grudge or
hate toward them. I tell this
story as I lived it. This is a
war of politics and econom-
ics; a war of geography and
egos. The people who are
caught in the middle are the
ones who suffer. When
innocent people die, resent-
ful people are born. This is
why the conflict must be
resolved while a few still
remain on both sides who
have still not been com-

pletely jaded by war. Peace
must be built for both sides. 

Three genocides have
already been committed
against the Ossetians by the
Georgian government. Why
does this remain unreport-
ed? Why hasn•t the Ossetian
story been heard?

The Russian army did not
invade Georgia. They
entered South Ossetia to
force out the invading
Georgians who were in the
process of killing the
remaining Ossetian people.
If the Russian army had not
arrived within 12 hours of
Georgia entering South
Ossetia, the 2,000 dead
would clearly have been
more, and the culture and
people erased from the
region forever. Later, the
Georgian army admitted
that they never anticipated
the Russians to arrive so
quickly, having estimated
their undefended attack
could last for days before
any resistance would

appear. 
The population of South

Ossetia is roughly 80,000.
Obviously, a population of
this size commands a very
small audience on the world
stage; therefore its voice is
rarely heard.  The territory
is surrounded by Georgian
land. The territory is not
sovereign, nor does it form
part of a supportive nation.
It remains alone. The people
hold no citizenship to their
land. Over time, they have
gradually been granted
Russian passports even
though the land is not
Russian. Without these
papers, they remain
hostages to their land.
Imagine living in a land
where you can´t leave
because, legally, your citi-

zenship does not exist.
Ninety percent of the South
Ossetian people hold
Russian passports, and as a
result, Russia considers it
their responsibility to
defend these people against
aggression, which is where
this conflict stands.

It is a personal shame that
the world hears only about
my land in connection with
conflict and war. It is a pity
that in today•s time of open
international politics, with
hundreds upon hundreds of
international organizations,
who are tasked to grapple
with these issues, that truths
still remain untold and
voiceless people continue to
suffer. 

continued on page 5
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Ossetian journalist shares her story of genocide


